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The Dance Party:
An examination of its effect
on the existing social
paridigm.

by John Barlog 605

eing in a happenin®
B place at crazy time,
Will-l-am OlenaSlam
and Lulu VeraCious were hop-
jumpin® to the PharaohOs throh|
goblin music. Some breeze
caused by the two of these
boogie freaks caught my shirt-
tails, spun me round the room
andNbefore | could blink
twiceNI was grooving and stir-
ring up my own breeze, just
like | was a real throb goblin.
As long as that music was
playing and our lungs were
moving, we were scuffing that
old rug down to the dirty
cement. After the player
skipped out on us, | got
attacked like a music addict
with tremors; | was thinking; Ol
canOt get enoughE of that
funky stuff.O Where was the
place to dance the shakes out
of my disenchanted corpse? |
couldn®t think and | wondered
OWhere are the dance parties
where | can act freak and hop
jump my depression to the
ditch right with my next pre-
scription of Zoloft? Where are
any dance parties?0
With the exception of
clubs that only admit those
over age 17 and in drag,
dance parties are dead; they
have been killed by the two
words that comprise its
nameRNdances and parties.
Washed away by malt bever-
ages, dance parties canOt com-
pete with social gatherings at
parentless houses. At unsu-
pervised parties, kids ignore
and deny the uncomfortable
through chemical meansN
dance parties are a physical
confrontation with this hinder-
ing self-awarenessNthe
absolute uncaring as to
whether or not the dancing is
correct, as long as it feels cor-
rect, it is correct.
A dance party is not a
school sponsored dance;
school dances, even with
all their good intentions and
whatnot, cultivate the same
amount of social expectations
as a party. This makes sense
though, seeing as dances are
usually just a precursor to
these unsupervised parties.
Walking around at a school
dance is like trudging through
a monkey house when the
females are in heat. If dancing
is really just having sex with
clothes on in a school cafete-
ria, then it is not dancing, it
isNto quote Mrs. OlenaN
Opublic masturbation.O This rel-
ative sameness of everyoneOs
OdancingO demonstrates that
Continued on pg. 2
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Sean Pegado and Malcom Kim compete fiercely at DDR (Dance Dance Revolution) club meeting.
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Revolution!

by Emma Rosen 007

dmit it. You know.
‘ N When you hear the
DDR (Dance, Dance

Revolution) announcements
during morning meeting, you
smirk. You think itOs... how
shall | put it without upsetting
our newly minted Odiversity
sensitiveO sensibilitiesE weird.
But this is Nichols, cradle of
the open-minded, so read on,
and think again.

Before | started questioning
people for this article my
enduring memory of DDR was
seeing a blur of rapidly moving
hairy legs pounding on a col-
ored mat outside Mr. PotterOs
room. | was transfixed (with
the speed, that is, not with
Sean PegadoOs legs). | donOt
think 10d ever seen human legs
move so fast. Since then
DDR has become more estab-
lished, and it has found a new
home B on the mezzanine in
Mitchell. Go near there after
school, and youOll hear the
deep bass thumping of the

music, pulsating over the
screams and cries of onlook-
ers. Go into the DDR room
and youOll be greeted by flash-
ing neon lights, jumping bod-
ies clad in minimalist fashion
and generating considerable
heat.

With practices that rivalE hey
10l take a riskE exceed the
intensity of the BoysO Varsity
Hockey Team, the DDR squad
produces more sweat than the
Basketball teams, and creates
moves that triumph over those
of the wrestling team.
TheyOre tough.  They dance.
With eyes fixated on a TV that
flashes with bright colors, their
legs obey the directional sig-
nals of the arrows on the
screen. They punish the plas-
tic pad underneath their feet.
They are determined, relent-
less, indefatigable until the
song is over, or until the player
messes up too many times.
The team of Chris Franz,
Jeremy Hoffman, Malcolm
Kim, Anthony Montesano,
Sean Pegado, Andrew
Pfohman, Adrian Pijoan, and
Lulu Vera are an intensely dis-

ciplined and hard-working
group. Put simply, DDR has
become their anti-drug

because itOs fun. Pegado
explains, OltOs about looking
good. And, | donOt know, | like
doing it because itOs fun,0 and
Pijoan seconds this assertion,
OltOs fun D like, insanely fun.O
Vera, who began playing
because she wanted to share
the sense of freedom and
abandon her friends were
experiencing, claims that
ODDR is the ultimate social
and videogame experience.O
DDR isnOt just about shakin®
your hips and boppin® your
head to club music, hip-hop
remixes, techno songs, and
Madonna tunes; itOs also about
Othe integration of music, coor-
dination, and reflex,O says
Malcolm Kim, MVP of the
Nichols team. (Malcolm
learned to play in 7th grade at
Nueva School in San

Francisco and remembers

how popular the game was
there.) He describes that,
although the primary goal is to
have fun, DDR is becoming a

Continued on pg. 3

Monika Nagy:

New Teacher at Nichols

b .
Natasha Moyzumdar 007

e have all seen her
Wand heard of her, but
do we really know the

real her? Monika Nagy from
California has been a great
new addition to the Nichols
community. So do you want to
get to know her more? | sure
did! So | took the time to get
to know the real Monika Nagy
by asking her a few ques-
tions.

Me: What got you interested
to devote yourself to commu-
nity service?

Monika Nagy (M.N.): | think a
couple of things. Growing up
in my house my home was
always a place where people
would come if they needed
something. People from all
over the neighborhood would
come to my house. So | think
a lot of it has to do with my
parents. | had many different
relationships with many differ-
ent kinds of people with a cul-
tural background.

Me: How do you like Nichols
so far?

M.N.: 1tOs great! 1tOs been real-
ly great to get to know the
students, and the faculty is
really great. Many teachers
have been really supportive. |
have had parents e-mailing
me telling me that they are
really glad that IOm here, so
that is always good to hear.
10m only teaching one class
this year so | have not gotten
the chance to get to know
many students as much as |
would like. IOm really excited
because next semester | will
be teaching more classes so |
will be able to get to know
more students then.

Me: How do you think high
school students (Nichols stu-
dents) can help in serving
their community?

M.N.: | think there are so
many ways. My concern with
community service is that it is
not enough to just go out to
see a community. There are
some benefits that can come
from that and some bad
things too. It has to be an ele-
ment of awareness. There are
many ways that kids can help
the needy. Kids can work at a
soup kitchen. There are so
many different organizations
in the city where students can
get involved. You just have to
make sure you are not bored
while serving your community
or any community.

Me: Do you think that many

teenagers devote enough of
their time to serve their com-
munity?

M.N.: | think it is hard for
teenagers because high
school students are so busy,
and especially Nichols stu-
dents are so busy. There are
many extracurricular activities
that teenagers like to do.

Continued on pg. 3
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Varsity Bowling

By Rea Pacciotti

his yearOs varsity

bowling team con-

sists of nine girls and
ten boys with sixteen games
planned as of yet. You can get
updates by checking our site
in the Nichols home page. Our
first game was against
Lewport on November 30. We
are fortunate to be coached by
Doc. Rosenblum our Ofearless
leaderO who has made a
heavy schedule for us this
year with tough teams like
Niagara Wheatfield and Grand
Island. The team isnOt discour-
aged though and hopes to

have a good season.

Varsity Bowling is in full swing.
Photo by Joe Bruzgul O0

ODance PartyO Continued from pg. 1
the school dances discourage
individualityNpeople follow an
expectation that this is the way
a boy and a girl dance. Dance
parties, conversely, feature
whatever type of movement
feels right to the dancer, from
doin® the mashed potato to just
straight seizure mode. The

only expectation is that every-
one should be dancing the
way they feel.

So some people are
probably going to ask, OBut
where can | find a dance
party? And what do | do when
| get there?O Well, as long as
you have a big open space
and a stereo, dance parties
can happen anywhereNfrom a

basement to an abandoned

parking lot! Once a location is
found, the rest is easy: dance.
It doesn®t even matter how,
though Nichols Alumni Karl
Hohn strongly recommends
his dancing style of fighting off
imaginary winged monkeys.
So try to keep the beat and
just dance for the feeling, not
for social expectations.

Community
Service Day

by Clare Plunkett ©08

n Friday, November
O 19th, Nichols devoted
another school day to

Community Service. The day
proved to be more momentous
than just not having any class-
es, although that part was
nice.

Students, along with
many faculty members, trav-
eled across Western New York
with intentions of becoming
more active in the community
and helping those in need.
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Assignments included: plant-
ing bulbs in Delaware Park;
tutoring school kids; filling
envelopes for the It Happened
to Alexa Foundation; and
many others. Students and
faculty left with having
achieved satisfaction. The din-
ing hall also participated; stu-
dents brought their own lunch-
es, and the money that would
have been used to feed the
school lunch was donated to
charity.

These projects would-
nOt have been possible without
the coordination and fervor of
Ms. Nagy and the willingness
of the student body.

Ashley White O05 dribbles down the court for WomesMarsity Basketball.

Photo by Joe Bruzgul O0B

All Hail
Macbeth!

by Elisa Peebles 008

hile it may be a
W cursed play
(depending on who

you ask) the fall play was a
success. With Dan
Wiedenhaupt and Brook
McAdam, as the lead roles,
Macbeth and Lady Macbeth,
ShakespeareOs Macbeth,
directed by Dr. Costa, wowed
audiences with its phenome-
nal acting, great special
effects, and eerie music three
nights in a row!

Macbeth is the story
of Macbeth, who saved
Scotland by winning wars
against Ireland and Norway
along with his good friend
Banquo. Returning from war,
Banquo and Macbeth meet
three witches who tell
Macbeth he will become
Thane of Cawdor and eventu-
ally King. They also tell
Banquo that his decedents
shall be future kings. Macbeth
doesnOt believe it until King
Duncan (Sam Yellen), who
has just learned of the victo-
ries and the present Thane of
CawdorOs betrayal to
Scotland, sends a messenger
announcing Macbeth as the
new Thane of Cawdor.
Macbeth then sends a letter
to his wife, Lady Macbeth
(Brooke McAdam) explaining
all that happened and that
King Duncan will be coming
for dinner. Full of greed and
desire for Macbeth to have
kingship, Lady Macbeth

begins to scheme and con-
vinces her husband to kill the
King when he comes.
Macbeth kills Duncan in his
sleep and blames it on the
guards who were drugged.
Malcolm (Mike Angelakos)
and Donalbain (Aayush
Chandan) decide to flee. Now
King, Macbeth fears what the
witches said about Banquo
and hires murderers (Elisa
Peebles, Max Yellen, Mike
Kawi) to kill him and his son
Fleance (Charles Gaughan).
However, Fleance escapes,
and to upset King Macbeth
more, the ghost of Banquo
pays him a visit. Full of fear,
the king decides to visit the
witches again. They warn him
to beware Macduff, a man not
born of woman, and that he
will be defeated when Birnam
wood comes to his castle.
Learning that Macduff had
already fled to England,
Macbeth sends the murderers
to kill Lady Macduff (Kate
McHenry), her son (Charlotte
Olena), and baby. After hear-
ing this from Ross (Lexie
Hare), Macduff joins forces
with Malcolm to destroy
Macbeth and his reign. Lady
Macbeth, meanwhile, has
gone insane and kills herself.
Macbeth, who thought he was
safe, becomes afraid when he
learns that MalcolmOs forces
are arriving carrying branches
from Birnam wood. They
arrive, and in a fight Macduff,
who was born out of a C-sec-
tion, kills Macbeth. Malcolm is
pronounced King.

The cast, the majority
of whom were dressed almost

entirely in black, took the
FPAC stage at 7:00 pm
Thursday November 11th and
7:30 pm the following Friday
and Saturday. Although there
was basically no set, the
interesting lighting effects
done by Timur Sherif and
Ross Armstrong along with
spooky fog gave the play the
uncanny look it needed.
Original music composed by
Mike Angelakos, contributed
to putting chills up people®s
spines. Of course, the acting
was good too. "I thought the
acting was wonderful!" said
Ms. Thomas. Many other
audiences agreed. Along with
praising Macbeth and Lady
Macbeth, spectators thought
that Drew Keim played
Macduff with great intensity
and passion. Audience mem-
bers were also tickled by the
Witches, played by Meghan
Rochester, Elizabeth Vogel,
Charlotte Olena, and Arin
Dandes as their leader
Hecate. They were especially
delighted with Vogel's witch
and her odd movements.
"That was great acting. | actu-
ally thought there was some-
thing wrong with her until |
saw her play the doctor. Then
| knew she was just a good
actress," states one aston-
ished viewer. Arin Dandes'
voice also enchanted the
audience. And who could for-
get the bloody ghost of
Banquo (John Barlog) surpris-
ing Macbeth and his guests?
Top it all off with murders,
sword fights, and the bloody
head of a king and you have
yourself one outstanding play!
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The Presidential
Election

Akta Kaushal 008

diverse opinions and ideolo-

gies of the vast amount of
people in the United States
vary, especially on the recent
presidential election. This
selection has created wrath
amongst the people for the
strong beliefs in oneOs own
judgment and attitudes toward
the candidates. In favor of
George Bush, John Kerry, or
neither, voters base their pref-
erences on three major
issues, the war on terror, eco-
nomic tax cuts, and the social
issues of gay marriage and
abortion. Many other important
issues are involved in the
election; however, the popu-
lace in general considered
these areas of conflict most
significant.

I n todayOs society, the

Pro B Bush?

People who seem to
have a high income prefer
Bush because he provides
many tax-cuts for the rich.
They may think that KerryOs
plan is to take money from the
rich and give it to the poor,
which they feel would be
unfair.This could eventually
cause an uprising from the

part of the population that
stands to lose from this plan.
Bush advocates the thought
that tax cuts for the highly B
paid can only help the econo-
my because they would re-
invest it in the economy, help-
ing to foster economic growth.

Many people believe
that BushOs war on terror is a
way to take action to prevent
more disruptions from terrorist
groups. This is the primary
cause, however, of anger
towards President Bush. The
pain and agony of 9/11 and
watching of death on the news
and the fall of the economy, as
well as the sorrow for lost
loved ones from the war stirs
up such feelings. Supporters
of Bush feel that he has a plan
and means of attack, as well
as ideas, which he started and
must follow through to finish
the war.

Pro b Kerry?

Many people voted for
Kerry because of his plans to
give benefits to people with an
average income of less than
$200,000. The populace
respects him because of his
anti-war ideas, helping the
economy instead of waging
war with other countries, in
ways of programs such as
Medicare. Kerry, as well as his

supporters, agree on the idea
that building up the American
economy is as important as
the war on terror.

Kerry reassures the
public that peace in the coun-
try and helping the internal
problems of the country is the
first priority, instead of the war
on terror. People like Kerry
because he appears to be a
firm leader with his strong and
direct responses.

Why do people not want to
choose?

Many people do not like either
candidate for president. Gay
marriage is an issue that cre-
ates problems for many peo-
pleOs views on the candidates.
Both Kerry and Bush are
against this idea. Some feel
the government should not
have control over this situa-
tion. It is not fair for many cou-
ples who cannot claim rights
after a loved one passes away
because it was unlawful for
them to have a legal marriage.
This, as well, is a choice, and
the government should not
have the right to be involved in
religion, for example, what is
lawful, or what is the right or
idealistic view of a family.

Both John Kerry and George
Bush have different views on

Kelly Regan O05 takes a shot for WomenOs Varsity Bieetball.

Photo by Joe Bruzgul O0B

how they will rule the country.
The results of the election
came out, by a close margin
as George Bush being the
president of the United States
for the following four years.
Though George Bush became
our president of this election,
there remains many diverse
opinions about him, as well as
the turn-out of the election.

Note: | chose not to include

Ralph Nader in this article
because | did not find any rea-
sons for people to have any
views upon his part in the
election. President Bush and
John Kerry were the main can-
didates of the debates, the
process, and the election, in
which | felt, Nader should not
be part of the discussion.

There are still ways to get
involved. | know some Nichols
students who would take time
from their busy schedule to
serve their community. |
always think that students
could be involved more
(laugh) but I know students
are very busy. It doesnOt have
to be an obligation but many
times it ends up being that
way. | believe that we, as citi-
zens, should serve our com-
munity.

Me: How old were you when
you first got interested in serv-
Ing your community?

M.N.: I think | was ten. When |
was in kindergarten | went to a
public school and there was a
big heavy door. It was really
heavy so it was really hard to
open. So one day | was in the
front of the line to go in and
the person who usually opens
the door wasnOt there. So |
opened the door for the whole
school to go inside (laugh),
and | got an award by the prin-
ciple for serving my school. So
my parents say that | actually
got interested in serving my
community when | was 5, but |
think when | was 10.

Me: Did a family member,
friend, teacher, etc. inspire you
to devote yourself to serving
your community and helping
others devote themselves to
serving their community?

M.N.: | think my parents have
a lot to do with how much |
think about community serv-
ice. When | was little people
would come to my parents and
ask them for help. So my par-
ents definitely inspired me to
devote myself to community
service.

Me: What age do you think
kids should start serving their
community?

M.N.: | believe when kids are

between the ages of 13, 14,
and 15. That is when kids
mature and develop more. So
it would be good for kids to get
involved in their community
during this time period. At
these ages kids will under-
stand the meaning of commu-
nity service, because they also
develop mentally during this
time.

Me: How can kids make com-
munity service a fun experi-
ence?

M.N.: One thing is that it is
good to be in small groups.
There are many ways for kids
to serve their community so
they should pick something
fun. Although not all communi-
ty service is going to be fun,
because it will be sad to see
people who live in such pover-
ty. Kids can make it more fun
by going with their friends and
talking with their friends while
they serve their community.

Me: When you were a teenag-
er what were some of the
things that you did to serve
your community?

M.N.: | did many things. | par-
ticipated in many athletics
when | was in school, so when
| got older | coached soccer
and softball for little kids, and |
taught young kids how to
swim. That was where most of
my energy went. | tutored after
school, and | was also
involved in Habitat for
Humanity. | really enjoyed
helping people.

Me: How can serving our com-
munity make Buffalo a better

place to live?

M.N.: | think it goes back to
the question about thinking
about our community and how
we can serve our community.
Two questions that we have to
ask ourselves is how we can
serve our community and what
is our community becoming? It
is a scary question to think
what our community is becom-
ing if we donOt take the time to
serve our community. There
are many different ways peo-
ple can help to make Buffalo a
better place to live. The popu-
lation of Buffalo is very tiny so
we need millions of people to
help serve Buffalo to make it a
better place to live. There are
also many people in Buffalo
whose wages are below the
poverty line. So many people
need to try to serve their com-
munity in some way.

| have learned a lot about the
real Monika Nagy after | inter-
viewed her. | hope you did too.
Monika Nagy has been a great
asset to Nichols. Community
Service Day was a great suc-
cess and that day was only
possible because of Monika
Nagy. Nichols students are
definitely more involved in
serving their community since
Monika Nagy has arrived at
Nichols. We look forward in
having a great community in
the future. | would like to thank
Monika Nagy for allowing me
to interview her because | had
a great time.

ODDRO Continued from pg. 1

rather serious game. In
Norway, it is an official sport.
Malcolm went to Japan a few
years ago and saw people
playing the game everywhere
b and they were amazingly
accomplished. There are
even tournaments for different
skill levels: beginners who
respond to relatively straight-
forward commands, to
advanced players who do
tricks and cartwheels on the
mats. Some players even
play 2 pads at a time! Pegado
describes DDR as Otaking
music a step fartherEyou can
hear yourself step on the
arrows, and that adds some-
thing to the music.O
Coordination and stamina are
vital. Lulu stresses the impor-
tance of coordination and that,
alas, Omany people donOt have
that.O Pijoan insists that Oyou
have to have good
endurance.O 1tOs definitely a
sweaty sport which is why
Anthony Montesano advises
people to wear dark-colored
shirts B perspiration stains
arenOt as obvious then. OltOs
also best not to wear very tight
clothes because they are too
restricting,0 adds Montesano.
You want to be able to react
as quickly as possible. And
that is why Malcolm criticizes
the widespread teaching of
returning to the center of the
pad between steps D players
do not have time to do that at
the more advanced levels.
Some people bend their knees
in an exaggerated fashion or
raise their arms for balance.
There is also the Ohooked fin-
gerO method that players, like
Pijoan, use for concentration.
The good players are able to

look at a pattern of steps, then
envision what they have to do,
and then pivot their body in
the right direction so they can
complete the pattern without
tripping over themselves.
What it all comes down to is,
as in any other sport, practice.
It may take a few runs to get
use to reading the arrows, but
once you get that down youOll
be able to do more complex
patterns. The great advan-
tages about DDR is that it is
fairly portable (you can play it
at school), itOs very inclusive B
anyone can play, and thereOs
energetic music (including
fast-beat version of MadonnaOs
Like a Virgin, DJ SammyOs
Heaven, CherOs Believe, and
Samstorm). Quite simply,
DDR is an enjoyable, social
activity where you can learn to
improve your stamina, rhythm
and coordination!

Keep an open mind -- check
out Ms. WalshOs room by the
Alumni Room B you might
even join the revolution!
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